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Executive Assessment

Pressure is becoming more systemic across several theaters.

Russia appears to have opened a renewed winter campaign against Ukraine's energy and infrastructure 
systems. The September 29-30 strike package was the heaviest combined attack on Ukrainian energy sites 
in months, and additional strikes continued into October 1 against Kyiv and Odesa. The demonstrated 
effect is cumulative degradation of energy, logistics, data, and export infrastructure ahead of the heating 
season. Institute for the Study of War (ISW) assesses that Moscow may be shifting toward greater reliance 
on long-range coercive pressure; that remains an analytical judgment rather than a confirmed Kremlin 
policy change.

In the Middle East, Iraqi militia disarmament is proving incomplete and vulnerable to fragmentation. The 
departure of the remaining U.S. forces from Iraq coincides with continued militia resistance and an 
extended disarmament deadline, while Iran is negotiating over the sequencing of economic relief, Strait of 
Hormuz restrictions, and nuclear concessions.

Pakistan's cross-border campaign against militant targets in Afghanistan also continues. New strikes in 
Helmand and Kunar reinforce the central role of Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) in the deterioration of 
Islamabad-Kabul relations.

ATLAS Assessment: Across several regions, states are increasingly applying pressure through 
infrastructure attacks, economic coercion, cross-border strikes, and armed networks rather than relying 
on a single decisive military action.

Europe and Russia-Ukraine

Russia Opens Winter Infrastructure Campaign

Russia's September 29-30 attack struck Ukrainian energy infrastructure around Kyiv and elsewhere, 
forcing emergency power cuts and damaging power facilities. Reuters described it as the heaviest 
combined attack on Ukrainian energy sites in months.

Additional attacks followed into October 1. Ukrainian officials reported injuries in Kyiv and Odesa and 
further infrastructure damage. Russia said it struck a logistics hub in Kyiv, a data center in Odesa, and a 
cargo vessel near Chornomorsk.

The important development is the sequence rather than any single strike. The targets collectively affect 
electricity generation and transmission, logistics, communications and data systems, and maritime 
economic activity.

ISW assesses that the September 29-30 attack marks the start of a Winter 2026-27 campaign intended to 
degrade Ukrainian energy security and increase pressure on Kyiv. The strike pattern supports the first 
proposition. The broader judgment that Moscow is revising its theory of victory toward political coercion 
through long-range strikes remains an attributed assessment rather than a demonstrated policy shift.
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ATLAS Assessment: Russia appears to be beginning its winter infrastructure campaign before the heating 
season in an effort to impose cumulative civilian, military, and economic costs. Whether Moscow expects 
these attacks to compel Ukrainian political concessions remains uncertain.

Confidence: High on the infrastructure campaign; Moderate on broader coercive intent.

European Corporate Assets Used as Leverage

Russia is also increasing pressure on European states through foreign commercial assets operating inside 
Russia. Moscow has placed the Russian assets of Nestle, Metro AG, and Auchan under temporary 
administration. Reuters reports that Russian officials characterize these actions as asymmetric retaliation 
linked to European sanctions and support for Ukraine, while UniCredit and Raiffeisen have been identified 
as possible future targets.

This broadens Russia's coercive toolkit beyond the battlefield. European companies face greater political 
exposure inside Russia, while governments supporting sanctions may face pressure from domestic 
commercial interests.

ATLAS Assessment: Moscow is using foreign commercial exposure inside Russia as political leverage 
against European sanctions policy. The approach may impose costs on European firms, but it also risks 
further weakening confidence in property rights and investment inside Russia.

Confidence: High on the use of commercial assets as leverage; Moderate on its effectiveness in changing 
European policy.

Middle East

Iraqi Militia Disarmament Fragments Rather Than Resolves

The withdrawal of U.S. forces from Iraq on September 30 coincides with continuing difficulties in 
Baghdad's attempt to disarm Iranian-backed militias. Powerful groups close to Iran continue to resist 
disarmament, and Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi has pushed the deadline from September 30, 2026 to June 
2027.

ISW reports that defectors from Asaib Ahl al Haq retained part of the organization's weapons and formed 
a new armed group with significant Iranian support. ISW further assesses that the splinter organization 
may be operating under direct Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) command.

The existence of a splinter formation and incomplete weapons transfer are significant even without 
proving direct IRGC command. They indicate that organizational disarmament may redistribute 
personnel, weapons, and influence rather than eliminate them.

Kataib Hezbollah and other aligned groups have also continued to resist full disarmament while claiming 
an independent role against 'hostile aircraft,' underscoring the continuing challenge to exclusive state 
control over armed force.

ATLAS Assessment: Baghdad's disarmament effort is not producing uniform demobilization. 
Fragmentation may allow Iranian-aligned armed capability to survive under new organizational labels 
even where established militias formally transfer some weapons.

Confidence: High that disarmament is incomplete and fragmented; Moderate that the specific splinter 
formation operates directly under IRGC command.

Iran-United States Negotiations: Sequencing Remains Central
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Iran has confirmed receipt of U.S. feedback through Qatari mediators on Tehran's seven-day trust-building 
proposal. Reporting on the talks indicates that the principal disagreement concerns the sequencing of 
economic relief, easing of the naval blockade, reopening the Strait of Hormuz, and Iranian nuclear steps.

Iran seeks meaningful economic relief before surrendering much of its leverage over Hormuz or making 
substantive nuclear concessions. Washington seeks concrete Iranian action before relinquishing its 
principal economic leverage.

ATLAS Assessment: The negotiations increasingly appear to concern sequencing as much as ultimate 
objectives. Neither side wants to surrender its strongest bargaining instrument first.

Confidence: High.

Saudi Arabia Broadens Its Security Architecture

Saudi Arabia continues diversifying its security relationships amid the Houthi threat and wider 
uncertainty over regional security guarantees. Recent reporting indicates Gulf states are exploring 
alternative and supplementary security frameworks as the U.S. military presence in the region changes.

This development complements the emerging Saudi-Pakistan-Turkey defense arrangement and continued 
military planning against Houthi attacks. The significance lies less in treaty language than in whether 
partner states begin providing sustained operational support.

ATLAS Assessment: Saudi Arabia is broadening its security relationships while facing a Houthi threat that 
increasingly intersects with wider Iranian-aligned networks. The emerging defense arrangement is 
politically important but is not yet a mature integrated military alliance.

Confidence: High on political commitment; Moderate on near-term operational integration.

South Asia

Pakistan Expands Cross-Border Strikes

Pakistan conducted additional airstrikes in Afghanistan's Helmand and Kunar provinces on October 1. 
Kabul says nine civilians were killed and eleven wounded. Pakistan says the strikes destroyed militant 
hideouts, killed 22 militants, and caused no civilian casualties. The competing casualty claims remain 
unverified.

The strikes follow earlier attacks and border clashes and reinforce the central role of Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) in deteriorating relations between Islamabad and Kabul.

Afghanistan has simultaneously accused Pakistan of supporting hostile armed groups crossing into Afghan 
territory. Afghan officials say their forces killed 41 insurgents and captured 62 others in Nuristan after 
they crossed from Pakistan; those allegations remain contested.

ATLAS Assessment: The Pakistan-Afghanistan dispute is evolving into a sustained cross-border security 
confrontation. TTP remains the principal Pakistani justification for military action inside Afghanistan, 
while reciprocal accusations of militant sponsorship are increasing the risk of escalation.

The trend further raises the priority of the planned TTP Organizations and Networks in Conflict profile 
within the ATLAS Intelligence Library.

Confidence: High on sustained confrontation; Moderate on the likelihood of broader interstate escalation.

Africa / Global Health
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Ebola Remains a Severe Regional Emergency

The Bundibugyo Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo remains a major regional health-
security concern.

World Health Organization reporting confirms 7,890 cases and 3,799 deaths across 63 health zones in 
seven provinces, with risk assessed as very high within the DRC, high for neighboring countries, and low 
globally.

The scale of the outbreak warrants continued monitoring of geographic spread, cross-border movement, 
medical-access limitations, and the ability of health authorities to sustain surveillance, isolation, and 
treatment.

ATLAS Assessment: The outbreak remains severe and regionally consequential, but current evidence does 
not support describing it as a generalized global threat.

Confidence: High.

Indicators to Watch

• Further Russian attacks on Ukrainian generation and transmission infrastructure.

• Expansion of Russian seizures involving additional European banks or corporations.

• Independent corroboration of direct IRGC command over newly formed Iraqi militia cells.

• Changes in the sequencing of the U.S.-Iran negotiation framework.

• Evidence of Pakistani or Turkish operational deployment in support of Saudi Arabia.

• Additional Pakistani strikes or direct Afghan retaliation.

• New World Health Organization reporting showing whether Ebola transmission is accelerating, 
stabilizing, or declining.
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